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Research advances of sex determination and differentiation related genes in
molluscs
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Abstract  Sex determination and differentiation are the basic events of development and the mechanisms of sex
determination and differentiation are the hot issues of life science researches. There are diverse types of sexual systems
existing amongst molluscs, such as hermaphroditism, gonochorism, protandry and sex reversal, which makes them the ideal
animal groups to study the mechanisms of sex determination and differentiation, and their evolution processes of
invertebrates. It is of great significance for revealing the molecular mechanisms of sex determination and differentiation in
molluscs to explore the regulatory genes of sex determination and differentiation and clarify the regulatory role of related
genes. In this review, we introduced the research progress and the prospects of sex determination and differentiation related
genes in molluscs, which would provide some information for studying the mechanisms of sex determination and
differentiation, reproductive operation and genetic improvement in molluscs.
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T H A N A

BRI (Mollusca) XARUIZE, RN B9 KM, MAEZ ., Hm 2, AAEHEREN
ABMAETFNE. WEAMBEFRERZHNAHEEEAEL, W HWA M 2SN RE, A bR
L MERES R HEE e MRS Z ORI, HA R EIR BAA 2R 2R AL, PR e AL
EHER, LE5HRIEEN (Gastropoda) DEFHIANEY, T bR R ST B ok 4R IE . A 2%
FN N LA TP A A i FE i B GG o B, DR b ) 2R B AT e 2 R ) IR 5 0 DL 2R ) vk e 5 oy
R Z B 2 20 4D 40 AW, (B H AT ¢ TR g 5 24 pLH] A B R . St sl v
SEMLE E B =FF . BAEER e (genetic sex determination, GSD) . FAEiM 7 ¥ 7€ (environmental
sex determination, ESD) DL K 153 % F PR35 PR 25 3 [ e e 0o 38 4% 1 Tl 4 s AL 1) ST 23 S e €8 4k e s L
i (chromosomal SD) F1Z 3Ktk E ML (polygenic SD) , HIH WA XY B, ZW U1 XO RIZE44: 5
WERGET GSD KA, T e 2 MR N HIRE . B IR&ME. LSRR R R
SE, WL H A (Trachemys scripta) WEiG R G I FE H 1 38858 30 52 vT e L )01, 0 1 DL 1 vk
€ 5 A I 73R B DL M 0 52 st A% A 1%, (H R R IR B DR 2 %) USRI PR P2 AR s o K 22 00005%
FEIP) P ) R e 52 AR AN PRSI R AL [FAE A, A R AN RS B R (K AW (Crassostrea gigas)], H
P ) 52 IR B S M e R, T P 3 B B RR S )RR SR [ 32 B DL (Patinopecten yessoensis)], FE3 AL
5o ME R I AT 18 AR PR ) P g B SR [0 B MR & (Crepidula)], A7 4855 P 1) g g S8 [ 0 H IR &
(Viviparu)] 81,

IR B A AR H AR )W R, DUE 1 vk e 5 o A A DSt F ik e R, F 70 N 53 R P A 3k
Rk QTL EArvk. 57 ihAE — Le 8 B2 % U128 b i Jk 21— S 1) vk 52 5 43 A0 A R SR TR 1911,
AR DU 0l 0 5 5 23 A A O 35 DT PR F 9 g Fe adh AT T B 4500, B RUER A O B R AE DR PR WeE 5
SR DI RE,  FEX A UG AT R, DU DU S e HLE B FE . EAAERIE R A
TEERAE S RS %

| BEFERENRKEIRES D CEXEREEFHNA

S HARIT 7T 2 32 BRI T R IR 51 F0 4% 348 35 DRIV 32 90 DL 2R 3l v g 5 40 AR AR S FE I, BIVAR 4% o Ath
PR R P e 5 AR SR SE RE S, AT RN 2 (R ve I A S T Re o Ao 4 it A 3 R
D75 SIAEAEYE . R LR S Y Dml (DmrtA2-like) Dmrt2 A1 Dmrt5 S5 5 540 A0 M 5% 3%
DRI 120, SR {3 396 36 DRIV e AR e i, LRI 2% 0, iR RS . TSR mE R NT AR K RIE, N
A dn B FCRIE TORT AT R A R B AR . BTN 3N A A TR A KCE R S A (RNA-
Sequencing, RNA-Seq) ZEHi A% 5w i —Hb 5 VM5 Yo e F o Sk 25 ] (3R 1), MR
B 7 DU Y g 5 o e HL ) i 7T 3R AR

F 1 DKz AL HOR R (P 5 5 (R I

Tab.1 Candidate genes related to sex determination and differentiation screened by omics in molluscs

/P BRI FER AR 7 R
species technologies gene name references
Kt microarray Bindind. py-30. foxL2. nanos3. cd63. vitellogenin [13]
C. gigas

RNA-Seq SoxH. FoxL2, Dsx. DmrtA2. Sh3kbpl. Malrdl-like. Trophoblast [14-16]

glycoprotein-like. Protein PML-like. Protein singed-like
PREDICTED: paramyosin

Genome-wide nanos. piwi. daxl. 5-HT receptor [17]
screening
Genotyping-by- proteasome subunit beta type-3. G-protein [10]

Sequencing coupled estrogen receptor 1
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LN T RNA-Seq nanos piwi~ ATRX, FoxL2. beta-catenin [18]
C. hongkongensis

il L RNA-Seq FSHR. GABBR. MTR. CYP17. Vigd. Wnt10a. Htrd., PTGRI, [11]
Chlamys farreri Zarl
R RNA-Seq FoxI2. SoxH. Dmrtl [19-20]

Patinopecten yessoensis

A FLE L RNA-Seq FoxI2, B-Catenin. 5-HT receptor. Vitellogenin. Dmri2. SRY. fem-  [21-22]
C. nobilis 1. Sfp2. Sa6. AMY-1. vasa. nanos. sox9
Wi T R DL RNA-Seq dmrta2. wntd. sex-1. sfip2. sox9 [23]
Nodipecten subnodosus
Suppressive dmrtl, clk-2. fkbp52 [24]
Subtraction
Hybridization and
Pyrosequencing
L REREEN Genome-wide vasa. nanos. dmrt. 5-HT receptors. vitellogenin. estrogen receptor — [25]
Pinctada fucata screening
SR I RNA-Seq Dmrt, fem-1. foxI2, vitellogenin [26]
P. margaritifera
= LiNee RNA-Seq DMRT1, SOX9. SF1, FOXL [27]
Hyriopsis cumingii
e RNA-Seq wntd, rspol. feml. tral. Sry. Dmrtl. Dmre2. Sox9. GATA4. [28-29]
H. schlegelii WT1. Wntd. Rspol. FoxI2. [-catenin
2R RNA-Seq DmrtA2. Sox9. Fem-1b, Fem-1c, Vg. CYP1741., SOHLH?2, [30]
Sinonovacula constricta TSSK
e RNA-Seq FoxI2, Sox. pB-catenin. CBX. Sxl [31]
Tegillarca granosa
F [ il RNA-Seq 3-HSD. 17-HSD. LH. CYP17. CYP141. CYPIBIl. Estrogen. [32]
Mactra chinensis vitellogenin
an ol RNA-Seq VIG. fusion protein. tektin. lysin, SOX [33]

Haliotis rufescens

2 NRMBREED(LERERTRER

2.1 Dmrt 2R

Dmrt (doublesex and mab-3 related transcription factor) JE[AJ& —REESMIDEESE DM &5 0 5k 1 3
K. DM g5t i i F R T B IR SR W8 (Drosophila melanogaster) 1] Doublesex (Dsx) JE[E 175 N & AT
2t (Caenorhabditis elegans) ) Maleabnormal-3 (mab-3) FE[K, —FH & ERYR, &M 0% 1) o< 6
FEHBST B 5 Raymond Z5POFE N K3R48 — N whd DM 25 k3. 20U R IA R R i &4
Dmrtl. fEILEF T, MAEMSEEFTH (Oryzias latipes) B, KA (Daphnia magna) B¥FIAH
fBOEZ Y RIS 5 E 500 Dmre 25, ULBH Dmre 25 RIFEE HESH RN TG B HE B H LL R
sy, Hh o Qe ok B Dmrel FER G E MR Y etifh BB R 10 e JE R DMYPR,
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Dmrt FER 2 DR it 50 e 2 I ME Ak 8 5 0 A A S FE R, 1 90 3 R [R) 98025 5 20 AL .
. BRI 55% T Dmrtl. Dmrt2 Dmrt3. Dmrtd. DmrtS (DmrtA2) VLK DmrtlL 28 Dmrt 5
WREER (£ 2) , H A Dmrtl. Dmre2. DmrtS 1 Dmrtl L R I 5% 592 500 HH % .

*£ 2 NKrh B E M DmrE R

Tab.2 Dmrt genes identified in molluscs

s Ft e SRS EEPUN
no. species gene name references
1 KA4iE  C gigas Dml. Dsx [9, 40-41]
2 MiFLE L C. farreri Dmrta-like. Dmrtl [42-43]

3 SEFMIFLE L C. nobilis Dmrt2, Dmrt5 [12]

4 IFEFE DL P. yessoensis Dmrt\Ly Dmrt2+ Dmrtl [44-46]

5 WS UL Argopecten irradians  Dmrtl, Dmrt1L [47-48]

6 OR¥EEDL P martensii Dmri2+ Dmrt3. Dmrtd, Dmrt5 — [49-52]

7 =ANE  H cumingii Dmrtl, DmrtA2-1 [53-54]

8 IR Pteria penguin Dmrt2 [55]

9 Hfl  H. asinina Dmrtl [56]

Kbtk CR B DmrtA2. Dmrtl (Dsx) A1 Dml (DmrtA2-like) 3 & DM 53R, H
Dmrtl (Dsx) SR 4AHIE . Zhang ZEUAHE T R DK AL BG T Dsx JER RAEME AR P RIE, FER A%
P A PCR 45 R EIR Dsx 7EMG S RIA R B 3% & T 90 00, HEM Dsx FE PR AT B 7E A 405 1 7 1
e BUEME TR R B SR EH o Sun ZEDTIRIF RNA TIEHE AR BREK ALY Dmrel FER, KB 54%
IR MERRTCE RS, R Dmrtl 5 K405 BRI GE A FE . Dmrel FEFRTERTFLE DL, R 3 )5
DUASURI v g DU Ip i 2 UL ) M RE, WEREBERF R MEERIE, HNES 5B IR EE
B AR 4 A . RS B DU R A RNA T4 Dmrtl RikJG, SRE KB KIER (GATA.
Wntd. FoxI2 Fl B-catenin) FiL®ERZTE, RHE Dmril KNS 5AEME 10, Nagasawa 254 1¢
RS R DU R Dmre2 FERERG S p im0, HAER IR 40 sl s Rk s vy, BRIl Dmre2
FE DRI R PR S P Fm e T ) AL A PR S e . A, T ST RN T DURIEE Fe DL 35 %5
E A Dmrt FVEIER 36 %9 DmrtlL, DmrtlL 2150 MR L, FIH LOGwo (DmrtlL/FoxI2)
H 7T % 52 Jo VLR B HHA 00 v i 14 481, 7R B [RERBE Db C g B2 /3 2 DU S Dmrt K EEEFE (Dmre2
Dmrt3. Dmrtd F1 DmrtS) , HA Dmrt2 Fl Dmrt5 W g6 5 MR EM 40 . P& IER B R 7
B#RIE, Dmr2 1E GRS MR IE RIS, 1M DmrtS AR Bk B R R LR R &P, SRS I+
1 Dmre2 FER PR EE G S REREE LA EAL, N S 5[ AR B2k UUREME 5 2. =
MAE R Dmrtl A Dmrtd2-1 BERIGEVE R AL B R0k, pig EfEE R s RAmMEE R, #ER
IEEAL T AN M JE & B AL T R B, N X AR S 5 = A P B A 4k g 5354
Klinbunga %5561 75 H-fifd i 119 45 52 B kS S0 7 R RIA T Dmrel F2[R, (HILAERE 3G AR 4 i
YRR 5 it — D 5.

2.2 FoxI2 R

FoxI2 (forkhead box transcription factor 12) K& Fox REFZFKEM— R, S5IREINWMEN 55
. SPELThREANGE SR LR 2H 57 R M DL R 4 B B3R AR L 4 B R B A T AR A M AR DY Fox2 B B
7t BPES (Blepharophimosis-Ptosis-Epicanthus inversus Syndrome, H:ZB/NGEATE) S ON S H 32
BN o R R AR 0), [ S 76 DSD (Disorders of Sex Development, K& %) HL=EH R
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HAEO0 SR A R E AR JR SR 2 0 TR Foxl2 5: AR MESh Y A1 JC A HEZh 4 b 24 B R
o Z2HEEIES Y, M IRPRAI T Foxi2 RER KA. B FUH Ml FRIEB 0 Hr
RNA THEETVEUESK T FoxI2 £8 VRGNS B AL A e b R AR (R 3)

R STARER U Fox2 4 K
Tab.3 Reported Fox/2 genes in molluscs

P WFh B SRS EE BTN
no. species gene name references
1 KA4tWE  C gigas FoxI2/ FoxI2os [57, 62-63]
2 FWHLWG  C. hongkongensis FoxI2 [64]

3 MiFLB U C. farreri FoxI2 [65-67]

4 IFgEE L P. yessoensis FoxI2 [45, 68-69]
5 WSO A irradians FoxI2 [48, 70]

6 ZHWE  H. cumingii FoxI2 [71-72]

Kl FoxI2 7EUN ¥ R AR IE B, mif% Foxi2 J5 42% WA IRIF 1501k, Esr (estrogen
receptor, MEFER AR JEFRIAZBHNG], RE Foxi2 Z5MHRYIMH /5P ), Santerre 5131 I
K Wi P AFTE Foxl2 W RAR [ L FE3% A (Natural Antisense Transcript, NAT) Fox[2os, ] RETEVER
SRR IREE Foxi2 ik . FHWEHWGH Foxl2 FER 5K AWML, fEMEIR &R, HEADRE
TIE R RO ZERS LIS DL, RS DUANEYS I DU, Foxi2 SNUP SR Rt mRIA, S 5REINE R
AR A ML DI Foxi2 fENSTEIAON SR E B m, ANFEIAREERIAER 62 £, LN4E
KA R B OF SRR 1 2 %, E N R IR B VAR 1O SR R O567), R 3 b DU Foxl2 3R 1A &bl o
BEEEFIE TR, R A2 5845 5 B kPR A 58 40 B 20 4 T G20 ek 55 145 691, 72 B3 DU AR R B FoxI2
Ja kg R B HREER Dmrtl. Sox7 F1 Sox9 i, YR K B MIKIENR Vg, HSD14 Al gar-1 RO, H
FoxI2 155 M —WE/ 2 a0 (Ey/T) IEAHKRMS, HE Foxi2 W] 62 g i UL ) 431k 5 B Ok 3 2k
Bl TR Foxi2 7E = MNP E P RiEEm THRE, EERFGE N 5 A Meh Rk E R
#1, RNA T Foxi2 J5 HALHUFER Wnrd 5k EU-721,

2.3 Sox 2R

Sox (Sry-related HMG box) K& —2KFE4m Y HMG Chigh mobility group) box £5 38 i) FE K],
Horf Sry B[R EHESh Y 4w AR — AR o OB R, FEME LA Sry BIAEAEARAE ALK
H, MHBKSFHINEKREE P, (HREENLFIHREEE Sy HEE WAL OFFEE NI IR
137 Sox2. Sox8. Sox9. Sox11 F Sox14 5 Sox HEFRIFKMER 7L, FIXBLA S HT RKIH BRI EN —
BMHRE, HEKDGBDEFESEHA . KEWiH SoxE (Sox8-like) TEMRE A LATERIE, SLER
kB R, RIEEM TAERMM, KUEHEN I 254005 % 5 e U, £ 5 IREREEDL, = MileE, 4
G2 Bk DUR G deE A 25 5 T Sox2+ Sox9. Sox11 1 Sox14, Br Sox2 FMEMEME MR @ RE 24, HRY
TEMEVE IR A s 2Rk, HENIX L Sox FE K A B 2 5 R 42 4 Joll ke e Aoy A L71 75-781
2.4 wnt4 BER

R E V] T EAE DN (Mus musculus) ORI int-1 Z, 5 KIH 5 R wingless 3£ KN
FPRFER, ¥o = &N Wae FERUO), Wit LR KGR IS5 9 F ol B0% 2 Fi s 5 s, 1
PRI EEEIESN P RIEEEEH . Wnd & Wit BR R IGEREERR R, TR Wnd 51
25 T 7L B0 P O A A T o A BB0Y . S JUAR AR A AR LR DL R S e . SRR T Wned FERIFEAT T R IE
e, Wned fEVIRSHLA R ZRIE, WREAEMERAKE NS T RS ERRKEEH, HEES5MN
DA AR E . FEMIENE . FIYLBK (Atrina pectinata) A= FWLIEF, Ward 1550 rh 1R I8 & 5 T K
H, FEMIALE DU et (H. discus hannai) H iz, HEWHEZSS5WEMEREE . Wnd TEFATTEE
JEFEG DU (Mytilus coruscus) ~ KALWFHIG R K B Bm KL, WHHARHKE. HEERETRE
Hh A R PR AR FEB1-86D
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2.5 Dax1., p-catenin R

Dax1 (DSS-AHC critical region, on chromosome X, gene 1) X FK Nr0bl (Nuclear receptor
subfamily 0, group B, member 1) , J& T#% 324k (nuclear receptor) MZJE. WFLEK ] Dax1 FEHAE
FMESN Y S 5 ) g g F o ARBT881, Bocatenin B B NAEINNIE  (Xenopus laevis) F453 & 3k15,
& Wnt I8 B0 B SN R 8, BEFE R B B-catenin S5 R¥E W LA AL E Ao AL, A
PU2HLH)OR B AL S IR 70, 7E W59 2% Dax1 Fl f-catenin BRI 58D, /DB TR AP & 1T g
Z 5 iR VUL KA, HAEME R o st b 2 B REE VIR T 5. Daxl 7EA L VUS89 (1)
REEERTINE, FEAEABMRFRIL, KY Daxl WRES ST RAEPY, B0 K ILE K 45 A
MM B-catenin 5 7E 5P B R S it i AR, 32 BEAE BLOME 14 AR TE A0 M b Rk, DL HEN B-
catenin 5 VRN E /AR 7 R AU 921, Li & DIFERTFL B DURS S4B 720 h N querceti (8-
catenin FIPNHNF)) JG R Daxl FRIEXTZE T, £ p-catenin & Dax1 K LRI .

2.6 Fem-1 &

Fem-1 (ferminazation-1) &P & 5k BLAE 75 W B AT 42 B 1k ) e sl i i R R BEE T, 2= 598
T A A A AL R R 1 AR AR L 50 Ak o Fem-1 BRI KR 2 5 3L K I Fem-1a. Fem-1b A1 Fem-1¢ =/
b, g —Fi & ANK (ankyrinrepeat, #ifE HEE T4 ditBMBAELD. AN RNEE
MEAVE HESI W R BRI T Fem-1 [RIYRFEDE, FHorp — SR I 5 M A A SC ) Fak i 0403, 7 D2y
*K Fem-1 R B D, FHEBHZEPIRIL Fem-1b Al Fem-1c {EKH W P &mERIE, ERBAEHEH
Fak B, SN ER. Mk, ZAREES Fem-1c fEUNEF &R, EHREAE F I E#
B, R RE VR MV A AT e SO0 SRR BRI Fem-1c B2 S H A (BIELHD 1
Fem-1c HEGR RS, WA HAED e B WA ORSE, HEWH TR 540 Fem-1c FERLENE R PeE 77
HAMERTIEE
2.7 Vasa, Nanos R

Vasa 1 Nanos J=R35 4 KT NG FEba 0 BEJEMEIE DR, b sh ) AR 8 R A M 0 ALk B B B2
B0 Yasa iR A BT DEAD-box (AspGlu- Ala-Asp) HEHZ %, DEAD-box 51754
RNA ¥, BIY). B, AL EAZ N mRNA g% & E RS . Vasa R LR, TRARD
1E 2 P C B HEFUE HESN YD AH 4k %5 58 3] Vasa [RIRFER, RERB AR Vasa J: B ALE 4K 2 )P0
R VB A B AT D RT AR T AT P R S 1 R k0 1O1102) 0 Nanos S B 1 VR 4% SR R G S 5 X S84 Bl 4 1k
NIEIRETEAM R G L . Bl CAEZ Fhsh¥) i %5 Nanos1. Nanos2 1 Nanos3 = [R1E 5 [,
HAEARF YR IhREAERR S, S5 B FgERel00 1081 7R K, Vasa HERWLE T K4t
Wi HIREREE DL MR T DU 4E0E  (Octopus sinensis) “5WIRIE, Vasa F& K 3 BAE VR AT T-41 g
HRIE, EAETEYE RN RO R TR R A B AW EAL, EAYE R RNA TIHERmFE Vasa B2 5]
AETHA PR IGTE AN R IS LB A U OO FE R L 0 9 R DUAN H A R R ST R R I, Nanos 53R I
HH A T A s S B AA 101 R I Vasa AN Nanos FE IR0 45 B 5 D128 26 B 40 B 2 AL B An it JE 1A
2.8 GnRH &R

RVERR R BB GnRH W) RIL T FLE0YD, 2 F & oo b ity s N b i -2 44 -
iRl B2 KSR ER,  dE a4 i) 2 R R R I ORI R FSH RIS AR AR i 2 LH OB TECK I8 15 3h 7 14
At IR E SIS B FEZ RN GnRH, £2H GnRH-1. GnRH-II #1 GnRH-III =
Fp R Y O2-18] TR HEG) W) A B MEZI Y1) GnRH 7R 45 M fITh g B RIVE M, R 2 F 1
GnRH, HHEICEEW (0. vulgaris)  K4LWi. W% (Aplysia californica) « 819K %W (Loligo
edulis) « FEHEEWAT (Ruditapes philippinarum) « 2 IKTLE S (Sepiella japonica)  FH-fl.
UL KW CO. minor) FHLH S (Sepia lycidas) 5 V2K BEIRTG T GnRH 3R . W50 KB
GnRH FERIAE DU s AL RR G B BE SR I ), HEW 2 5 R # Pk R A0 B 38 5 . 14k JiR 2040 3 3 A i

g B pls-124]
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HATE - S M d (/iR Fif. RIS DRI TR e 5 10 1 % B 5
DRI R 42 36 g 15- 73 1251260 B AR O DUSR (PR 0l W e 5 L & T KREM A TR, (BA R
DU A pe 8 P LR (master-switch gene) WA WHIE . B BT 78 % BT 48 € H 10 D12 51 vk 2
5553 A0 AH DG 5 [R] 2 B2 MR 3l e s oy A8 % R B ISR TR, T b R i) W s SR B ORI
G RVERI T ST TR E A Can ks U1 v B B R W 4 3R AT IR R, PAR
SRR OGN . T AR I DR Candt ;) T aE I X E AR R E S R, 3T M
WA R BN Z . RS (Danio rerio) W, WIRKRKIIYMLIFIPE S A0 R LN EEHZ
FER L E e 27, DU bR 5l P 58 70 A2 538 DRI A 2 FE DR Wk B AT o T 4R SR N 9T o

BB, A RN R E KA A IS S 8 CE RIS BONIR N, o 3 DR AE M ) e s Ay 4k
HIAEF CAF 20 R . B AT DL o0 T4 il ke A0 43 A0 AH O B DR O 9838 R PR T R R B 28 5 . s B FI 3R
AR, T T 3 R R 0 S 1R R I PR B = o IR AT N B N R e A ke R 0 B SR ME
BN ) P 5 Y 35 B (R AR AL AR S v T2k A R e MES Y (B D

5% X Yefafh @ ik X Yotk @ wlh Y Befifhy g LA
Signal X 1A X 1A Dominant Y Environmental/Genetic
PR (B 14 Ttttk
Sex chromosome 2 u n s i A No sex chromosome
L
L ] 1 1 (=====" 1
sol-1 |ON 4 { I : :
v A1 | o _Sex b1
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hypothetical relationships based on expression data only; FF genotype is fake male and permits sex change, FM genotype is true males that
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